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ELEGANT: Model on the 
runway at South African 
Fashion Week in Sandton on 
Wednesday night.  
 PICTURE: EUNICE DRIVER 

F
OR THOSE still clinging to 
the remnants of  past 
autumn and winter wear, 
SA Fashion Week’s (SAFW) 
Autumn-Winter 2018 collec-
tions will make you throw 

away your old rags. 
The four-day event at Sandton 

City Rooftop this week was an 
extravaganza offering designers an 

opportunity to show off  some of  
their vibrant creations.

If  there is one collection that 
inspires you not to look dark and 
dreary during winter and autumn 
it has to be Loayo Art and Creations. 

Their collection was a breath of  
fresh air with soft, earthy colours 
carefully used on jumpsuits, dresses, 
pants and throws. 

The black theme was contrasted 
with a soft but deliberate touch  

of  colour.
Gert Johan Coetzee once again 

came through with an array of  
breathtakingly edgy pieces. 

His daring and flamboyant col-
lection had a consistent pastel and 
black theme. 

He closed his show with a grand, 
show-stopping gold dress with an 
accoutrement that made the look 
perfect.  

The audience was wowed with 

a few surprises, with actress and 
media personality Enhle Mbali 
Maphumulo and Khanyi Mbau gra-
cing the runway in Keys Fashion’s 
collection on day three. 

Most designers opted for a con-
ventional look in their autumn 
ranges, with clean-cut outfits in 
different colours.

Rubicon Clothing, which never 
fails to deliver, ended Wednes-
day night with a bang, with their 
ever-elegant, modest, graceful and 
modern collection. 

Rubicon’s theme was soft pinks, 
purples and fawns that encapsu- 
lated effortless style and timeless 
design. 

Former Miss SA  Basetsana 
Kumalo made a nostalgic comeback 
to the catwalk in a purple Rubicon 
dress.

■ ■ ■ ■ 

Chocolate and fashion proved to 
be the perfect match on Wednesday 
night at the Rich Factory’s debut 
SA Fashion Week show sponsored 
by  Aero. 

Media, influencers, brand ambas-
sadors and fashion lovers were 
treated to a kaleidoscope of  colours 
as the models strutted down the run-
way in garments boasting a bold 
Afrocentric theme.

The collection was inspired by 
Rina’s sincere and all-encompassing 
love for Africa, which inspired Ri.Ch 
Creative Factory to trail-blaze the 
African print renaissance in South 
Africa.

Rina, who chose to partner with 
Aero, explained: “Aero is currently 
working on a campaign called #let-
gofashion and I think it’s a great 
partnership as Ri.Ch Factory is all 
about letting go, taking chances with 
fashion and standing in your own 
light and saying here I am, this is 
me and this is what I feel good in, 
essentially just letting go.”

 As the show kicked off, the inaug-
ural SAFW trade event opened its 
doors to potential buyers, exchange 
designers and members of  the media 
for a first-hand experience of  what 
the designers were offering.

@LesegoMakgatho 

BLENDING. Flowing 
pink combo.  
Picture: Nhlanhla 
Phillips/ANA From edgy 

to earthy 
touches at 
the SAFW  

EDGY: Models shows off  Gert Johan Coetzee creations, left, and Loayo Art and 

Creations.  PICTURES: SIMPHIWE MBOKAZI AND EUNICE DRIVER 

L E S E G O  M A K G A T H O

THE RED carpet was rolled out on 
Wednesday night for the unplugged 
session of   Karabo Mogane’s new 
album Matters of  the Heart at the 
Club Neh in Marlboro in Sandton. 

We were ferried there in grand 
style in branded Ford Kugas, while 
Karabo led the way in a Mustang. 
Manoeuvring the entourage 
through peak-hour traffic was a 
bit tricky. 

However, nothing could dampen 
our  mood, not even minibus taxis 
wheezing in front and behind.

 Karabo went from table to table 
before the show. For mains, we 
were served African cuisine.

The unplugged session was 
about him telling us his story 
in song, in the way only he can. 
Karabo has had his fair share of  
ups and downs in the world of  
showbiz, including his disappoint-
ment  at not shooting to stardom 
fast enough. However, he had 
learnt from his mistakes and was 
now coming into his own.

In between performances he 
and Dineo Ranaka conversed about 
what he has learnt and stand-out 
moments in his life, which included 
meeting the lady in his life. Yes 
ladies, he is taken.

He started off  with the Ngifuna 

lo video, which caused quite a stir. 
In it he is half-naked,  which he said 
didn’t sit well with him.   

“A lot of  people wondered what 
happened about the video. I’m 
there, I’m topless, and this lady is 
rubbing my chest, clothes flowing 
around. I could have literally came 
to Neh, and looked at you guys, 

and gone, like, Ngifuna lo, angifuni 

loya, and that would’ve been the 
music video. 

“But there I was stuck in some 

studio and I have this woman wrap-
ping her hands around me. I don’t 
even know what’s that got to do 
with anything, but there I was. 

“The management I had at the 
time, and the vision they had, it was 
not the vision I had. So, because I’m 

a newbie in the industry, I’m told: 
“Trust us, we will get you there, 
people are going to love it.”  

Songstress Brenda Mtambo, 
Amanda Black and Candy 
Mokwena joined in the fun.

CELEBS JOIN KARABO AS HE TELLS HIS STORY IN SONG

EMBRACING your right to fly and having 
fun while raising awareness for mental 
illness and well-being is what the Cape 
Town International Kite Festival  is all 
about.  

The kiting extravaganza kicked off 
yesterday when the sky over Zandvlei 
Park in Muizenberg became scattered 
with a sea of colours and an array of dif-
ferent shapes and sizes of kites.  

The festival, in its 23rd year,  brought 
together kiters from six countries – Eng-
land, The Netherlands, Malaysia, Poland 
and  South Africa. 

Maarten van Hienen from the Neth-
erlands has been flying kites for over 30 
years and recounts how his love affair 
with kites started. 

“My mother had a book of patterns 
when I was younger and that’s when my 
fascination with patterns began. I bought 
a kite kit from a hobby shop when I was 
younger and asked my mother to teach 
me how to sew. She gave me one or two 
lessons and by the third time she told me 
now I need to do it myself,” he said. Since 
then Van Hienen has made  his own kites 
and refuses to buy one. Visitors to the 
festival can take part in free kite-making 
workshops for children and adults as well 
as carnival rides, a toddler zone, food 
market and live entertainment. All the 
proceeds raised go to Cape Mental Health 
to provide vital  services to children and 
adults in Cape Town and beyond.

Last week the kiters visited Man-
yanani Peace Park, Khayelitsha, to fly their 
kites and interact with the children from 
Imizamo Yethu Special Education and 
Care Centre. 

The kite festival continues today from 
10am.   Tickets  are R40 for adults and R15 
for children 12 and younger. 

FLYING KITES 
TO RAISE 
AWARENESS 

BRENDA MTAMBO KARABO MOGANE DINEO RANAKA CANDY  TSAMANDELBELE AMANDA BLACK

C O N S T A N C E  G A A N A K G O M O
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